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• Earn College Credit
• Shorten the time needed to 

earn your degree
• Save money

From the recent high school graduate, to the homemaker 
re-entering the job market, to the corporate manager 
— MCC students are a diverse group bringing different 
backgrounds and unique skills to the College.  Through 
work experience, training programs, television courses, 
self-study, travel and other ways, these students have 
acquired knowledge which college students usually gain 
in the classroom.

Realizing that these experiences are valuable and may 
parallel college-level course work, MCC provides the 
opportunity to verify and document your knowledge—
and receive credit for it towards your college degree.

Through one or more of the three methods described 
below, MCC can measure your level of competency and 
determine if you are eligible for college credit.

• College-Level Examination Program (CLEP)

• DSST (Dantes Subject Standardized Test)

• MCC Departmental (Proficiency) Examinations

1. College-Level Examination           
Program (CLEP)
There are many ways to become an educated person.  
Going to college is one of them, of course.  However, 
there is no rule that says all of your education must be 
done in the classroom or in college.  In fact, there is a way 
that you can prove you have learned the equivalent of 
some college subjects.  The College Level Examination 
Program (CLEP), used to evaluate non-traditional college 
education, is based on the premise that learning should 
be recognized regardless of how it is acquired.

Here’s how it works:  The College Entrance Examination 
Board has developed a computer-based testing program 

• CLEP (College-Level Examination Program)

• DSST (Dantes Subject Standardized Test)

• Departmental Examinations

with examinations that are used to measure general 
educational background knowledge and understanding 
of fundamental facts and basic principles.

Six CLEP examinations are general in nature and 
cover material taught in the core courses required by 
most colleges during a student’s first two years.  The 
appropriate CLEP exams for these general types of courses 
are: College Mathematics, Social Sciences and History, 
College Composition, College Composition Modular, 
Natural Sciences, and Humanities. 

The other CLEP exams measure achievement in specific 
undergraduate courses. Exam titles are similar to those 
undergraduate courses.

2. DSST Examinations
The DANTES Testing Program is a nationally recognized 
testing program that affords individuals the opportunity 
to receive college credit for learning acquired outside the 
traditional college classroom. You can choose from 38 
Subject Standardized tests. DSST offers tests  in a wide 
variety of subject areas that typically CLEP does not cover.

3. MCC Departmental           
(Proficiency) Examinations
Department examinations are offered for college credit at 
the discretion of the individual department.

For more information
For more information about CLEP, DSST, or MCC 
Departmental Examinations, call the Office of Experiential 
and Adult Learning at 585.292.3219.
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